Paragraph Writing: A Process Based Model
Batuk Lal Tamang see activity-3) and ask the students in pairs to discuss what a paragraph is and elicit their opinions. Each pair shares with the whole group. Teacher enhances discussion on how the (Nepali food) paragraph begins, develops further and concludes.
Secondary level curriculum (5 minutes)
Provide the information on what the focus is regarding paragraph writing at the secondary level. It includes objectives, major contents, teaching strategies and assessment process.
In relation to English grid of SEE (secondary education examination), students are asked questions in two ways:· Guided writing: Students are provided clues to writing a paragraph, which carries 5 marks and is limited to 75 to 100 words. · Free writing: Students are assigned to write on a personal experience on a certain topic. No hints are provided; the paragraph Paragraph writing generally refers to developing a single idea on a given topic. I think teaching writing a paragraph is not a difficult task at basic and secondary levels (6 -10 grades), as the students in Nepali context consider it as such. The skill used to write a paragraph could also be helpful even when one delivers speech on any of a number of topics. Writing a paragraph can be a joyful task if it follows a process-based model. This lesson focuses on teaching writing the paragraph while preparing teachers (pre-service) in post-secondary and bachelor's level in the university to teach primarily at secondary level.
NELTA carries 6 marks and is limited to 100 to 120 words.
Read and find three major parts of
paragraph (10 minutes) Make students read the following paragraph (descriptive) and find three basic parts of the paragraph: topic sentence, supporting ideas and concluding sentence.
Nepalese Food
Although 
I. Topic sentence (10 minutes)
Students are divided into four groups and are given the above-mentioned topics, one for each. Teacher tells them to work in their group to write a topic sentence for each title. Students present their topic sentences in the class. The teacher and other groups provide feedback.
Possible topic sentences on the given titles:
Modern girl: Modern girls are aware of their career.
My school: My school, Annapurna Secondary School, is a renowned school in Chitwan district.
The dog: The dog is an obedient animal.
NELTA
The book: A book is a major source of information and knowledge.
Discuss what a topic sentence is to the whole class.
The topic sentence:
Topic sentence can also be called the thesis statement/sentence, central idea of the topic/paragraph, controlling idea of the paragraph, general statement of the title, pilot sentence, and key sentence.
It is written in a single sentence.
It is generally written at the beginning of the paragraph, but sometimes in the middle or at the end of the paragraph. This sentence draws the reader's attention.
It controls or limits the area of explanation.
II. Supporting details (20 minutes)
Ask them to write supporting sentences for the topic sentence they have already written. Let each group present their supporting details in the class and have discussion over each presentation. Discuss how the topic sentence is elaborated and supported by other details.
Supporting details:
Supporting details are written after the topic sentence to justify it.
To justify the topic sentence, information is provided through different ways such as evidences, illustrations, clarification, examples, reasons, specific data or facts, personal experience or past stories.
It is an act of elaboration of the topic sentence
To make the continuous flow of the ideas/sentences, use transition words, such as therefore, thus, hence, for example, and, for instance, to name, to illustrate, in other words, in particular, specifically, such as, at the same time, moreover, likewise, then, after, and so on.
Maintaining coherence is an important part of writing supporting details.
III. Concluding sentence(5 minutes)
Teacher asks them to write a concluding sentence for what they have written. Students present their concluding sentences in the class and teacher provides feedback on them.
Concluding sentence:
It is an ending sentence of the paragraph.
It summarises the details.
It is very close to the topic sentence in meaning.
Editing and revision (10 minutes)
This is the stage when a rough draft of a paragraph is written by each group. Students in a group work to edit the first draft; this includes proof reading for spelling, punctuation and grammatical correctness. Likewise, the teacher asks them to revise their paragraph writing in terms of appropriate topic sentence, its supporting ideas and conclusion. Further, while making revisions, students improve the coherence of the paragraph, including the use of connectives and transition words.
Gallery walk (15 minutes)
Each group pastes the final version of the paragraph on the wall. The teacher asks them to move around and read the paragraphs of each group. They can make comments on the paragraphs. Later, the teacher generates discussion with reference to the title, the three major parts of the paragraph and coherence.
Further practice (15 minutes)
The teacher provides students some topics for short paragraphs such as;
A quarrel you have witnessed Exams Importance of education and Mt. Everest.
In next phase, the teacher presents them with different types of paragraphs apart from descriptive. They are narrative, argumentative and reflective ones (see Appendix 1) and discusses them in the classroom.
Reflection
In this phase, students will work on how paragraph writing could be better facilitated at secondary and basic levels using a process-based approach. The teacher can ask the following questions: Why is paragraph writing important? What does a paragraph mean? How is it written? What are the opportunities for students following process-based model?
Additional information
The lesson is an outcome of my experience of teaching and training in Nepal. It has focused on a teaching plan to write a paragraph at the secondary level and the upper grades of basic level. It has combined practical ideas and a structured lesson, using the process-based model of paragraph writing, with some theoretical ideas in paragraph writing as well for the students of pre-service teacher education programs in the university and postsecondary level.
Reference

Tamang, B. L. (2002). English practice book:
for class 10 and SEE (Revised ed.) (2017). Kathmandu: Pragyan Prakashan.
Contributor
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